
Welcome to DKA CA  Bill Evaluator Training!
Let’s begin with some trivia while we wait for everyone to join us.
Put your guess in the chat box.

How many bills were 
introduced in the CA 
legislature in February 
2025?
A. 864
B. 1553
C. 2124
D. 2397

Please keep your mic 
muted, when not 
speaking to reduce 
feedback and 
background noise.

How to Change Your 
Name in Zoom

1. Hover over your 
video.

2. Click 3 dots
3. Rename
4. First/Last + Area 

(Heather Nonaca 
Area XVII)

On Mobile Device?
1.Click participants
2. Click your name
3. Rename
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DKG CA Educational Law & Policy Committee

Summer Leadership Planning Session 2025

(L-R) Sheila Gaiser ( U.S. Forum Representative), Dr. Kathy Kinley (Chair), Hazel Powell (Legislative 

Coordinator). Daphne Cagle, Martha Zaragoza Diaz ( Legislative Consultant Advocate)



Evaluating Bills for DKG CA:
Fulfilling Our DKG International
Purposes 4 & 7

Purpose 4: “To initiate, endorse and support 
desirable legislation or other suitable 
endeavors in the interests of education and of 
women educators”

Purpose 7: “To inform the membership of 
current economic, social, political, and 
educational issues to the end that they may 
become intelligent, functioning members of a 
world society.” 



How Does DKG CA Take Positions on Bills?
February

The Legislative 
Consultant/Advoca
te screens bills as 

they are 
introduced in the 
Legislature and 
selects those of 
interest to DKG 

California

Late February
The Legislative 

Coordinator sends 
bills to Bill 
Evaluators. 

Early March
Bill Evaluators 

analyze all 
available 

information and 
make position 

recommendations. 
Evaluators inform 

the Legislative 
Coordinator of 

their 
recommendation.

Early-Mid March
Legislative 

Coordinator reviews 
evaluations and 

submits 
recommendations 
to our Legislative 

Consultant/Advocat
e

Our Legislative 

Coordinator:

Hazel Powell
teampowell@aol.com

Chair: Dr. Kathy Kinley 
kathykinleydkgca@gmail.com

5960 South Land Park #428 

Sacramento, CA 95822

916-395-2616

lobbyist1.mzd@gmail.com

mailto:teampowell@aol.com
mailto:kathykinleydkgca@gmail.com
mailto:lobbyist1.mzd@gmail.com


How a Bill 
Becomes 

Law

Zoom in here

https://clerk.assembly.ca.gov/sites/clerk.assembly.ca.gov/files/2024-09/the-life-cycle-of-legislation-7-21.pdf


Step 1: Choose A Bill(s) And 
Indicate Your Selections on 
the Sign Up Sheet

● Review the bills of interest to DKG CA that have been identified by our 
Legislative Advocate Martha Zaragoza-Diaz and that have been sent to you by 
our Legislative Coordinator, Hazel Powell. 

● Choose one or more bills that are of interest to you. Indicate which bill(s) you 
will be evaluating on this sign-up sheet. This sheet allows are committee to 
ensure that all bills are being evaluated while also providing you with the 
contact information of other bill evaluators that you may wish to connect with 
as you review and evaluate your bill. 

● Remember: It is ok for more than one person to evaluate a bill and it is also ok 
if two people take different positions on a bill. We encourage as much feedback 
from our members as possible to make sure that our positions are 
representative of our organization.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sqLqBRHLgeDAj5WoQIXMsSOzDgu2szsYX3neMcfqzgY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Gy-B3GBkVYHcTp8Dh-S9DCTZ_rnvLMcSCWN6uQdujoM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Gy-B3GBkVYHcTp8Dh-S9DCTZ_rnvLMcSCWN6uQdujoM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Gy-B3GBkVYHcTp8Dh-S9DCTZ_rnvLMcSCWN6uQdujoM/edit?usp=sharing


Step 2: Read the Bill
Look up the text of the bill and read it. 
To review the anatomy of a bill, click 
here. You can use this document to 
take notes.  (File–download–save as 
doc.)

Identify the following:

1.Bill Number 2. Date 
introduced

3. Author 4. Title

5. Current Status 6. Basic 
Provisions

7. Background 8. Fiscal Impact

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billSearchClient.xhtml
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A2akLYlVFzA_Rc5_WXY-cyar3r42pJvf/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109715925006636867261&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17NECb_GRgSrT9HopUYl81Nc8SxAax3Unox6MuUrbTy4/edit?usp=sharing




How to 
Read A 

Bill



How to 
Read A 
Bill: 
Continued



Votes: 
provides the 

names and total 
numbers of 

legislators who 
voted for and 

against the bill 
at each 

committee and 
floor vote.



A list all of the actions taken on 
the bill, including the dates it was 
voted on the floor, heard in 
committee, and amended.





Enables you to compare the 
bill with current law



Compare 
Versions
compare 
different 
versions of the 
bill to each 
other.

16



Status
identifies where 

the bill is currently 

(e.g., in a specific 

committee, on the 

floor, chaptered, 

or died).
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Step 3: Review the DKG CA Legislative Platform
and Identify the Bill’s Relationship to Our Platform

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Tyg9hNsTyHwEugA3bTxmxenpGL0XMwTkYeQ3hw17wKQ/edit?usp=sharing


Step 4: Consider Questions and Conduct Research
What problem is the Legislation attempting to address?

Who is the author and what district do they represent? 

Who are the sponsors of the bill? 

What are the authors/sponsors trying to accomplish? 

Who supports or opposes the bill? Why?  

What are the existing laws and regulations on this subject?  

Have previous attempts been made to pass similar legislation? What was the outcome?  

Does the state have existing policy on this issue?

Have other educational organizations taken a position on this issue? https://www.cta.org/our-advocacy/cta-bill-positions

https://calrta.org/state-legislation/

What were their recommendations and do their recommendations line up with our platform?

What are the fiscal implications? (Any bill costing over $50,000 will be referred to the suspense file of the appropriations 
committee)

What impact will the bill have on teachers, schools, and students?

https://www.cta.org/our-advocacy/cta-bill-positions
https://www.cta.org/our-advocacy/cta-bill-positions
https://www.cta.org/our-advocacy/cta-bill-positions
https://www.cta.org/our-advocacy/cta-bill-positions
https://www.cta.org/our-advocacy/cta-bill-positions
https://www.cta.org/our-advocacy/cta-bill-positions
https://www.cta.org/our-advocacy/cta-bill-positions
https://calrta.org/state-legislation/
https://calrta.org/state-legislation/
https://calrta.org/state-legislation/


For additional 

legislator contact 

information see 

links below:

State Senate 

Roster 2025

Member 10th and 

O Street Offices

Step 5: Contact the Author of the Bill  
for Additional Information

SUGGESTED SCRIPT FOR BILL EVALUATORS

As stated in the document “How to Evaluate a Bill: Sources of 
Information” a step that can be taken by a bill evaluator for the purpose of 
doing a comprehensive bill evaluation, is to call and/or email the Capitol 
office of the legislator who is “carrying/authoring” the bill for additional 
information on a bill. One can obtain the phone numbers of the Capitol 
office by going to the following website: http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/

Some legislative offices may offer a “Fact Sheet” on the bill, identifying the 
sponsors of the bill, identifying supporters; identifying 
persons/organizations opposing the bill and any cost attached to the bill. 
When you call and/or email the Capitol office request to speak to the staff 
person who has been assigned to the bill. If that individual is not in or not 
available leave a message. State your name, your position in DKG CA and 
the purpose of your call and/or email. If time is of the essence, and rather 
than waiting for the specific staff person to return your call, you may ask 
the person who answered the phone whether he/she has any information 
on the bill (such as a Fact Sheet) that they can email to you.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8R7IM8GJNoOCWgWbuFbuc6P8LPVGQM8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8R7IM8GJNoOCWgWbuFbuc6P8LPVGQM8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1chgWBAzHYIc2ZTiEs3MHGIWpagkWJcEo/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1chgWBAzHYIc2ZTiEs3MHGIWpagkWJcEo/view?usp=sharing
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/


For additional 

legislator contact 

information see 

links below:

State Senate 2026

State Assembly 

2026

Step 5 Continued…
Suggested Script for Phone/Email
Below is a suggested script that you may follow.

“Good morning/good afternoon. My name is ________ and I am a 
member of Delta Kappa Gamma California State. DKG California State is 
a statewide organization comprised of women educators whose mission 
is to promote professional and personal growth of women educators 
and excellence in education. I have been assigned to evaluate 
AB___/SB___ for the purpose of recommending a position on the bill to 
the organization. Any background information you have on the bill will 
be extremely helpful to me in developing a recommended position. If 
available, can you please email me the Fact Sheet on the bill (provide 
your email address)? Also, can you please tell me who the sponsors of 
the bill are and who is supporting or opposing the bill?

Thank you very much for your assistance.”

https://www.senate.ca.gov/
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/


Step 6: Take a Position
SUPPORT There is total agreement with the policy or fiscal changes to existing law proposed in the bill. A “support” position requires a letter be sent to the 

author of the bill and to the chairpersons of the legislative policy committees stating why DKG California is in support as well as testifying before the 
legislative policy committees. If the bill lands on the governor’s desk, a letter requesting a signature on the bill is forwarded to the governor.

SUPPORT 
WITH 
AMENDMENTS

There is general agreement with the policy or fiscal changes, however, additional revisions/amendments are required to clarify 
proposed policy/fiscal changes. A “support” with amendments position requires a letter be sent to the author of the bill and to the 
chairpersons of the legislative policy committees stating why DKG California has a support with amendments position on the bill as 
well as testifying before the legislative policy committees. If the bill lands on the governor’s desk, a letter requesting a signature on the 
bill is forwarded to the governor.

OPPOSE There is complete disagreement with the policy or fiscal changes to existing law proposed in the bill. An “oppose” letter outlining reasons for 
opposition is forwarded to the author of the bill and to the chairpersons of the policy committees. Testifying before the legislative policy committees 
is also required. A letter stating reasons for opposing the bill is forwarded to the governor requesting he/she not sign (veto) the bill.

OPPOSE 
UNLESS 
AMENDED

There is disagreement with what is being proposed in the bill but can be made better with amendments/revisions. DKG California proposes 
amendments (changes) to the bill that would remove an “oppose unless amended” position.  If the author accepts the proposed revisions, then the 
“oppose unless amended” position may change to a neutral or support position. A letter is forwarded to the author of the bill giving reasons for this 
position and providing recommended revisions. A letter reflecting this position is also forwarded to the chairpersons of the legislative policy 
committees. Testifying before legislative fiscal/policy committees is also required. If the bill lands on the governor’s desk without amendments, then 
an oppose letter to the governor is forwarded requesting him/her not to sign (veto) the bill.

WATCH A bill contains “intent” language signaling that there may be serious amendments made to the bill but for now the bill is just 
monitored. No letters or testimony required.

NOTE A bill that has been referred to an appropriations committee may require a letter of support as well.



Step 7: 
Complete Your Evaluation Form
Evaluations Due By March 15th

DKG CA Bill Evaluation Form

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf465LNS5iDSS7vQa-1kRFqBGAkddYiah8y9TpRbn57v5jLDQ/viewform


Bill Evaluation Example

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1O5936BD2zTSNwhhPoug23bBg3gP6bOlXI9cOI6ZRgTU/edit?usp=sharing


Step 8: Recommendations Reviewed
Once recommendations are reviewed by the DKG CA Educational Law 
and Policy Committee, and final positions are settled, a letter is 
drafted for any bill with a “support” or “oppose” positions which are 
sent to the author of the bill and to the appropriate policy, then fiscal 
(if appropriate) committees, by Martha.

Assembly Education Committee: 1:30PM (2nd and 4th Wednesday, Room 
1100)

Assembly Appropriations Committee: 9:00AM (Every Wednesday, Room 
1100)

Assembly Public Employment and Retirement Committee: 9:00AM (1st 
and 3rd Wednesday, State Capitol Room 444)

Senate Education Committee: 9:00AM (Every Wednesday, Room 2100)

Senate Appropriations Committee: 10:00AM (Every Monday, Room 2200)

Senate Labor and Retirement Committee: 9:30AM (2nd and 4th 
Wednesday, Room 2200)

Assembly Higher Ed. Committee: 1:30 PM (1st and 3 rd Tuesdays, Rm 126)

https://aedn.assembly.ca.gov/
https://apro.assembly.ca.gov/
https://aper.assembly.ca.gov/
https://sedn.senate.ca.gov/committeehome
https://sapro.senate.ca.gov/
https://slper.senate.ca.gov/
https://ahed.assembly.ca.gov/


Step 9: Follow Your Bill

You can track your bill on the CA Legislative Information Website

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billSearchClient.xhtml


Ed Law and 
Policy Website

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1foEqrXiBTCFTJ6AaFYdxdtwYchb7J8SvSuNb0sZ7t7A/present?slide=id.gf44a806ab7_0_48
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1foEqrXiBTCFTJ6AaFYdxdtwYchb7J8SvSuNb0sZ7t7A/present?slide=id.gf44a806ab7_0_48




RESOURCES
● Find your representatives: https://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/

● California Senate: https://www.senate.ca.gov/.

● California Assembly: https://www.assembly.ca.gov/.

● Leg Info: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/

● DKG California webpage: https://dkgcalifornia.org/.

● Ca. Dept. of Education: https://www.cde.ca.gov/.

● State Board of Education: https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/.

● California Commission on Teacher Credentialing: https://www.ctc.ca.gov/.

● Glossary of Legislative Terms: http://leginfo.public.ca.gov/pdf/2017/2117_Cal_Leg2016_Sec15.pdf

https://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/
https://www.senate.ca.gov/
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/
https://dkgcalifornia.org/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/be/
https://www.ctc.ca.gov/
http://leginfo.public.ca.gov/pdf/2017/2117_Cal_Leg2016_Sec15.pdf


Slidesgo

Flaticon Freepik

CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and includes 
icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik

Hazel Powell hazelpowelldkgca@gmail.com

Kathy Kinley kathykinleydkgca@gmail.com

Martha Zaragoza Diaz lobbyist1.mzd@gmail.com

Questions?

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
mailto:hazelpowelldkgca@gmail.com
mailto:kathykinleydkgca@gmail.com
mailto:lobbyist1.mzd@gmail.com
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